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DRAFT MINUTES 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
Regular Meeting 

Monday, November 14, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. 
Community Center, Room B 

40 Dyer Avenue, Canton, Connecticut 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Brainard called the Regular Meeting of November 14, 2016 to order at 7:28 p.m.  
 
PRESENT: Robert Brainard, Gary Adajian, Guerry Dotson, Christopher Kerr, Lucien Rucci, Bob Celmer 
(Alternate), and Steve Kinosh (Alternate) 
 
ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Zoning Enforcement Officer Emily Anyzeski and Recording Secretary Jennifer Scott 
 
A quorum of the Commission is present. 
 
MODIFICATION TO THE AGENDA:  
 
MOTION: Mr. Brainard moved to add an agenda item under Other Business entitled “Learning 
Workshop.”  Mr. Kerr seconded the motion, which passed unanimously, 5-0-0. 
 
REMARKS BY CHAIR: None 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 

 
NEW BUSINESS: None 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
1. Approval of Meeting Minutes from August 8, 2016 

 
MOTION: Mr. Adajian moved to approve the minutes from the August 8, 2016 Regular Meeting as 
presented. Mr. Kerr seconded the motion, which passed unanimously, 5-0-0. 
 

2. 2017 Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting Schedule 
 

MOTION: Mr. Brainard moved to accept the 2017 Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting Schedule as 
amended. Mr. Dotson seconded the motion, which passed unanimously, 5-0-0. 

 
3. Election of Officers 

 
MOTION: Mr. Dotson moved that Robert Brainard be elected Chairman of the Town of Canton 
Zoning Board of Appeals. Mr. Adajian seconded the motion, which passed unanimously, 5-0-0. 
 

4. Applications Received After Agenda Posted – None 
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5. Staff Report – None 
 

6. Learning Workshop – Mr. Brainard led an interactive learning workshop covering several topics 
including the role, responsibilities, and purpose of the Zoning Board of Appeals. Mr. Dotson read the 
role and responsibilities of the ZBA as defined on the Town’s website. The members discussed the 
adversarial position of the ZBA in its function to settle disputes between two parties. They talked over 
their role as the quasi-judicial arm of the town’s government and the Planning & Zoning Commission’s 
role as the legislative arm. They discussed how this structure exists for the purpose of balance and 
how it is healthy for each side to receive push back from the other. Reference was made to a couple 
ZBA decisions that were challenged by the PZC. The members discussed how this criticism coupled 
with some conflicting PZC rulings has left them with questions on how to rule in some cases moving 
forward. They also discussed how the regulations are unable to anticipate every circumstance and 
the ZBA exists to determine if reasonable exceptions to the regulations can be made. 
 
Mr. Brainard spoke about some feedback he had received from the Town Attorney regarding how the 
ZBA handled a recent public hearing. He reviewed a few things the members must keep in mind 
when hearing cases. They must treat each case independently and each case must stand on its own. 
He said that the ZBA must accept all evidence presented at a public hearing so long as it is relevant 
to the case. He emphasized that the members must read and understand the applicable regulation or 
regulations and listen to and understand any and all testimony given.  
 
The group decided that it would be useful to create a set of instructions to guide their process for 
receiving an application and for conducting a public hearing. Finally, they discussed when it is 
appropriate for a member to declare a conflict of interest and when a member should recluse 
themselves from a case entirely. 

 
Mr. Dotson exited the meeting at 8:36 p.m. 
 
AJOURNMENT:  
 
MOTION: Mr. Adajian moved to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals at 8:53 p.m. 
Mr. Kerr seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously, 5-0-0. 
 
 
 


