
 

 
 

Appendix E 
Recreational Survey 

 
 
 
  



1 of 9

Upper Collinsville Mill Pond Recreational Survey 

1. Including yourself, how many people live in your household?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

1 9.8% 31

2 32.8% 104

3 17.7% 56

4 25.6% 81

5+ 14.2% 45

  answered question 317

  skipped question 1

2. Approximately how many miles do you travel from home to the Upper Collinsville Mill 

Pond? Remember that this is the section of the Farmington River in Collinsville. This survey 

is not about the Mills Pond Recreational Area.

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Less than 1 mile 36.7% 116

Less than 5 miles 51.6% 163

Less than 10 miles 10.1% 32

Less than 15 miles 0.3% 1

Less than 20 miles   0.0% 0

More than 20 miles 1.3% 4

  answered question 316

  skipped question 2
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3. Check all of the ways that you and members of your household travel to use the Upper 

Collinsville Mill Pond.

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Automobile 84.4% 266

Bicycle 51.1% 161

Walk 51.7% 163

Public Transportation 0.3% 1

Other 6.0% 19

  answered question 315

  skipped question 3
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4. If you participated in any of the Outdoor Land-Based Activities listed below around the 

Upper Collinsville Mill Pond in the last year, please indicate how often.

  Never
1-3 times 

per year

4-7 times 

per year

8-12 times 

per year

more than 

13 times 

per year

Response 

Count

Running 58.3% (127) 10.1% (22) 4.1% (9) 6.0% (13) 21.6% (47) 218

Walking for Exercise 10.3% (28) 17.6% (48) 13.6% (37) 13.2% (36) 45.2% (123) 272

Child Walking 58.4% (122) 10.5% (22) 8.1% (17) 8.6% (18) 14.4% (30) 209

Dog Walking 48.8% (105) 10.2% (22) 7.0% (15) 8.4% (18) 25.6% (55) 215

Hiking 42.1% (91) 19.9% (43) 11.1% (24) 7.4% (16) 19.4% (42) 216

Rollerblading 84.7% (160) 3.7% (7) 6.3% (12) 2.6% (5) 2.6% (5) 189

Biking 25.5% (64) 16.3% (41) 15.9% (40) 12.7% (32) 29.5% (74) 251

Bird Watching or Wildlife Viewing 32.9% (75) 18.9% (43) 14.5% (33) 8.8% (20) 25.0% (57) 228

Photography 42.2% (92) 20.6% (45) 14.7% (32) 8.7% (19) 13.8% (30) 218

Painting 93.5% (173) 3.8% (7) 1.1% (2) 0.5% (1) 1.1% (2) 185

Visit Historic Sites 44.3% (93) 31.4% (66) 11.4% (24) 3.8% (8) 9.0% (19) 210

Picnics 52.2% (106) 25.1% (51) 12.3% (25) 3.9% (8) 6.4% (13) 203

Fishing from the Shore or Bridge 67.6% (142) 15.7% (33) 7.6% (16) 3.3% (7) 5.7% (12) 210

  answered question 289

  skipped question 29
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5. If you participated any of the Outdoor Water-Based Activities listed below in the Upper 

Collinsville Mill Pond in the last year, please indicate how often.

  Never
1-3 times 

per year

4-7 times 

per year

8-12 times 

per year

more than 

13 times 

per year

Response 

Count

Swimming 58.0% (138) 17.2% (41) 12.6% (30) 4.2% (10) 8.0% (19) 238

Canoeing 54.8% (125) 25.9% (59) 7.5% (17) 4.8% (11) 7.0% (16) 228

Kayaking 42.7% (106) 23.4% (58) 13.7% (34) 9.7% (24) 10.5% (26) 248

Other Boating 93.4% (183) 3.6% (7) 1.0% (2) 0.5% (1) 1.5% (3) 196

Fishing from boat 87.4% (181) 5.8% (12) 3.4% (7) 0.5% (1) 2.9% (6) 207

  answered question 270

  skipped question 48

6. If you participated in a particular Outdoor Seasonal Activity in the Upper Collinsville Mill 

Pond in the last year, please indicate how often.

  Never
1-3 times 

per year

4-7 times 

per year

8-12 times 

per year

more than 

13 times 

per year

Response 

Count

Ice Skating 88.3% (181) 5.9% (12) 2.9% (6) 2.0% (4) 1.0% (2) 205

Viewing Foliage Colors 13.5% (35) 36.2% (94) 16.2% (42) 11.5% (30) 22.7% (59) 260

  answered question 265

  skipped question 53
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7. Please indicate how much your need is being met by existing parks and recreational 

facilities in the Project Area by completing the matrix below.

  No Need

0% 

Needs 

Met

25% 

Needs 

Met

50% 

Needs 

Met

75% 

Needs 

Met

100% 

Needs 

Met

Response 

Count

Parking
25.4% 

(62)
4.5% (11)

16.8% 

(41)

14.8% 

(36)

14.8% 

(36)

23.8% 

(58)
244

Restroom
27.6% 

(67)
46.1% 

(112)

14.0% 

(34)
5.8% (14) 2.5% (6) 4.1% (10) 243

Water Fountain
38.7% 

(92)
45.0% 

(107)
7.6% (18) 3.8% (9) 2.1% (5) 2.9% (7) 238

Trash Cans
18.4% 

(44)

18.4% 

(44)
29.7% 

(71)

17.6% 

(42)
8.4% (20) 7.5% (18) 239

Picnic Areas
26.9% 

(64)

11.8% 

(28)
30.3% 

(72)

11.8% 

(28)
9.2% (22)

10.1% 

(24)
238

Bird Watching Areas
37.6% 

(85)
3.1% (7)

12.8% 

(29)

14.6% 

(33)
7.5% (17)

24.3% 

(55)
226

Fishing Areas
56.4% 

(127)
2.2% (5) 7.1% (16)

11.1% 

(25)
8.0% (18)

15.1% 

(34)
225

Paved Multi-Use Trails
14.6% 

(34)
3.9% (9) 9.9% (23)

16.3% 

(38)

24.0% 

(56)
31.3% 

(73)
233

Unpaved Multi-Use Trails
31.8% 

(70)

10.0% 

(22)

14.5% 

(32)

19.1% 

(42)
8.6% (19)

15.9% 

(35)
220

Boat Launch
44.4% 

(100)

16.9% 

(38)

11.6% 

(26)
9.8% (22) 3.6% (8)

13.8% 

(31)
225

Swimming Access
43.9% 

(101)

17.0% 

(39)

13.5% 

(31)
9.6% (22) 4.3% (10)

11.7% 

(27)
230

Dog Waste Disposal Stations
52.4% 

(122)

31.8% 

(74)
7.7% (18) 4.3% (10) 1.3% (3) 2.6% (6) 233

Wheelchair Accessibility
83.6% 

(184)
5.0% (11) 5.0% (11) 1.8% (4) 1.8% (4) 2.7% (6) 220

Bike Racks
52.4% 

(119)

19.4% 

(44)

15.9% 

(36)
6.6% (15) 2.2% (5) 3.5% (8) 227
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Other
89.5% 

(136)
4.6% (7) 1.3% (2) 2.6% (4) 0.7% (1) 1.3% (2) 152

  answered question 251

  skipped question 67

8. Which three of the facilities listed below are most important to your household to develop 

at Upper Collinsville Mill Pond?

  1st 2nd 3rd
Rating 

Average

Response 

Count

Parking 46.4% (32) 20.3% (14) 33.3% (23) 2.46 69

Restroom 34.2% (40) 44.4% (52) 21.4% (25) 2.34 117

Water Fountain 2.9% (1) 48.6% (17) 48.6% (17) 2.03 35

Trash Cans 24.2% (16) 37.9% (25) 37.9% (25) 2.24 66

Picnic Areas 20.0% (11) 30.9% (17) 49.1% (27) 2.20 55

Bird Watching Areas 23.1% (6) 38.5% (10) 38.5% (10) 2.23 26

Fishing Areas 40.7% (11) 29.6% (8) 29.6% (8) 2.41 27

Paved Multi-Use Trails 52.4% (44) 31.0% (26) 16.7% (14) 2.52 84

Unpaved Multi-Use Trails 33.9% (20) 30.5% (18) 35.6% (21) 2.34 59

Boat Launch 61.8% (34) 21.8% (12) 16.4% (9) 2.62 55

Swimming Access 31.7% (19) 35.0% (21) 33.3% (20) 2.32 60

Dog Waste Disposal Stations 19.4% (7) 36.1% (13) 44.4% (16) 2.19 36

Wheelchair Accessibility 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 100.0% (1) 2.00 1

Bike Racks 18.2% (4) 27.3% (6) 54.5% (12) 2.18 22

Other 37.5% (3) 12.5% (1) 50.0% (4) 2.38 8

  answered question 248

  skipped question 70
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9. One of the components of the Upper Collinsville Mill Pond master plan is to review 

recreational facilities relative to the abilities of people who utilize these facilities. Do you or 

other members of your household have any of the following disabilities? (check all that 

apply)

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Blindness or a vision impairment 

that requires the use of readers, a 

guide animal or equipment while 

walking.

20.0% 5

Physical mobility limitation that 

makes walking or climbing steps 

difficult, or requires the use of a 

wheelchair, cane, walker or 

other aid.

88.0% 22

  answered question 25

  skipped question 293
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10. Please indicate which of the following are currently problems in the vicinity of the Upper 

Collinsville Mill Pond.

 
Not 

Important

Less 

Important

Somewhat 

Important

Moderately 

Important

Very 

Important

Response 

Count

Too crowded 34.8% (70) 29.9% (60) 19.4% (39) 9.5% (19) 6.5% (13) 201

Too noisy 33.8% (68) 29.4% (59) 14.4% (29) 14.4% (29) 8.0% (16) 201

Conflicts between users 35.1% (68) 26.8% (52) 20.6% (40) 10.3% (20) 7.2% (14) 194

Development too close to the pond 25.5% (49) 22.9% (44) 19.3% (37) 9.9% (19) 22.4% (43) 192

Limited or no parking 18.6% (39) 17.6% (37) 23.8% (50) 22.4% (47) 17.6% (37) 210

Lack of restrooms 10.2% (22) 14.4% (31) 20.9% (45) 26.5% (57) 27.9% (60) 215

Too many rules 39.7% (75) 35.4% (67) 12.2% (23) 6.3% (12) 6.3% (12) 189

Not enough rules 43.4% (82) 24.9% (47) 21.2% (40) 5.3% (10) 5.3% (10) 189

Litter 9.1% (19) 14.4% (30) 25.8% (54) 25.8% (54) 24.9% (52) 209

Bank erosion 15.5% (30) 17.6% (34) 22.8% (44) 23.8% (46) 20.2% (39) 193

Unwanted vegetation 15.9% (32) 15.4% (31) 22.9% (46) 25.9% (52) 19.9% (40) 201

Not enough vegetation 38.8% (73) 25.0% (47) 20.7% (39) 9.6% (18) 5.9% (11) 188

Lack of signage 34.4% (67) 30.3% (59) 23.1% (45) 9.7% (19) 2.6% (5) 195

Lack of historical information 25.1% (48) 22.0% (42) 34.0% (65) 14.1% (27) 4.7% (9) 191

Existing access point to the pond 

are ineffective
15.3% (31) 14.4% (29) 20.3% (41) 24.3% (49) 25.7% (52) 202

Not enough access points to the 

pond
12.6% (26) 12.6% (26) 21.4% (44) 25.7% (53) 27.7% (57) 206

General lack of services in the area 27.5% (53) 21.2% (41) 22.8% (44) 15.5% (30) 13.0% (25) 193

Pet waste 20.9% (42) 14.4% (29) 23.4% (47) 19.4% (39) 21.9% (44) 201

Perceived water quality 14.4% (29) 10.4% (21) 17.8% (36) 21.8% (44) 35.6% (72) 202

  answered question 238

  skipped question 80
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11. What is the most effective way to inform your household about future changes and 

updates at Upper Collinsville Mill Pond?

 
Response 

Count

  200

  answered question 200

  skipped question 118

12. Please add any additional comments about recreational use of the Upper Collinsville Mill 

Pond below.

 
Response 

Count

  110

  answered question 110

  skipped question 208

13. If you are willing to discuss improvements to the Upper Collinsville Mill Pond 

Recreational Area further, please provide your contact information below.

 
Response 

Count

  62

  answered question 62

  skipped question 256
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UPPER COLLINSVILLE MILL POND MASTER PLAN 
RECREATIONAL/USERS' SURVEY RESULTS 

 
 
Survey Question 12. Please add any additional comments about recreational use of the 
Upper Collinsville Mill Pond1: 
 
1. I would not like to see motorized boats on the pond due to sensitive wildlife and strict 

management of development along the banks as far as buildings. 
 
2. More rules should be posted. Parents need to be aware of what their teenagers are up to. 

Teenagers are doing daring things unsupervised. Rope swings need to go away... 
 
3. There needs to be permanent public restrooms . Local merchants are being overrun by 

restroom requests. Pet poop pickup bags and drop off locations should be provided at 
points along the mill pond. 

 
4. Need quiet activities only. Please EXCLUDE use of motors on the pond (as: no boats with 

motors and no jet skis) since these would destroy the area for kayaking, swimming, bird 
watching, etc. Motors on the pond would also echo into the nearby neighborhoods and be 
very disturbing. 

 
5. I really can't see any need to dredge the pond.,, it's fine as it is,, no problem with canoes 

and kayaks,,, 
 
6. We have 2 relatively young children and have not fully explored all that the Upper Mill 

Pond area has to offer for recreation, but look very much forward to doing so, and would 
love to see well-thought use of funds available to make this area accessible and enjoyable 
for all. We have utilized the rail trail in this area a great deal, but have yet to venture into 
the water, so do not have a lot of specific feedback regarding previous experiences. 

 
7. It's fine the way it is. The town does not need the expense of adding services or facilities at 

this time. 
 
8. while I feel access for canoe/kayak use is needed, as a resident within the 500 ft area I have 

serious concerns regarding noisy power boat traffic which I feel would negatively impact 
our quality of life (quiet time in the garden would not be possible) while my family does 
not need trash cans or dog waste disposal stations having these available may encourage 
others to use them. please consider some beautification of the area around the processing 
plant -perhaps to include scented vines ? (honeysuckle) 

 
9. Love the area!!! 
 

                                                 
1 Comments have not been edited for grammar, spelling, etc. 
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10. It's important to plan for recycling receptacles and pick-up along with services for regular 
trash and pet waste at any public space. Thank you! 

 
11. I am an abutter and attended the informative meeting on 6/16. I fully support dredging the 

river (if safe - no toxic risks) or otherwise raising the water level (the flashboards were a 
great summertime enhancement) for recreational use, but I am opposed to allowing power 
boats on the river. I am aware of the history of the waterski club of the past, but those were 
also the days that we disrespected our natural resources and let our rivers become 
cesspools. Allowing some power boats would open the door to many power boats, and the 
emissions from even one occasional power boat (such as the Hinman family used to 
operate) are unacceptable. I would like the river (strangely now called a "pond") to remain 
a pristine, quiet place of natural beauty. In that regard, NO paved parking areas that invite 
crowds from all over the region to come to "the beach," which is not at all a beach but, 
rather, a sand bar that to the best of my knowledge, is privately-owned by the residents of 
River's Edge condos. Currently, the town can't even manage to regularly empty the 
overflowing trash barrels located on the approach to Town Bridge, and the unhealthy and 
unsightly scatterings of garbage around the river are a common occurrence. Those of us 
who live on the river are also subject to trespassers and cleaning up trash left by 
recreational users (fishermen, kayakers, etc.) of the river. Although I don't wish to prohibit 
access to the river by pedestrians who cross my property, it would be preferable to 
designate areas owned by the town (if any) for public access. Although I have picked up a 
lot of trash, had arguments with those who insist they have a right to park in my driveway 
and have kicked people off my property (e.g., for maintaining they had a right to light a 
bonfire on my property along the riverfront), I have very few complaints about the current 
use of the river other than the constantly overflowing trash barrels mentioned above. Most 
folks are respectful of the river habitat and present no intrusion (no loud music, e.g.) What I 
would not want to see is an all-out effort to "improve" something that doesn't need much 
improvement, i.e., enhancing access to the river to the point of drawing more people to 
come into Canton and turn the quiet enjoyment of the river into a "destination." I'm all for 
improving the recreational use of the river to regain what we lost when the state 
discontinued the use of the flashboards, but I'm opposed to disturbing the quiet natural 
nature of the river. 

 
12. we love the natural resources in C-ville and support any thoughtful enhancement of access 

that would respect the natural beauty and history of the area providing a variety of 
opportunities to different segments of the population. 

 
13. This is a critical natural and recreational resource for the enjoyment of both town residents 

and tourists. We need to protect the bank area -- particularly on the west side -- from 
development to keep its scenic beauty and ecological functioning. This should be a HIGH 
priority for the town. We also need decent parking on the east side, and we really ought to 
extend the bikeway/path along the edge of the pond to the bridge, not just let it be an ugly 
huge parking area. This land is NOT owned by the businesses there -- it is DOT land 
LEASED to them, and the town's needs for recreational transportation trumps their desire 
to keep it paved for parking. All we'd need is 30' to extend the walkway. 
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14. need benches on walking trails 
 
15. I am very reticent about any more accessibility to the river. It is already becoming over 

crowded and is a very short distance from the bridge to the dam. I certainly would be in 
support of creating ways for people with disabilities to access the river if that is a problem. 
I would not support deepening the river or installing bathroom facilities.....we are so 
blessed to have a fairly primitive area to enjoy. It is not the peaceful area that it used to be 
and I would be saddened to see it become more populated. I would like to see the money 
spent on assuring that the quality of the water is pure and other monies spent on preserving 
other open space land in town. 

 
16. It is a great asset. HOWEVER, any Canton taxpayers' money spent on this project when 

there are far more important issues is completely irresponsible. This is a "feel good" 
project. Regardless of any grant from the State, we can not afford to spend anything on this 
sort of project when our roads are crumbling and our budget is out of control. This should 
wait for more prosperous times. Our politicians and town management just don't get it ! 

 
17. Very important area; conservation, adequate healthy buffer of native vegetation and 

effective stormwater management extremely important here, along with recreational use. 
 
18. I think people should carry their own trash in and out of the trail system. Carry a bag if you 

have a dog and pick up your waste. I don't think it's necessary to create dog disposal areas. 
A few trash cans would be sufficient. 

 
19. There should be a ban on motorized recreational vehicles/boats. The area is too small for 

motor boats. More people could enjoy the area using canoes and kayaks. 
 
20. Traffic speed along the perimeter of the area is too high, some speed humps at pedestrian 

crossing areas would be most welcome. Slow everyone down - it is a beautiful area to drive 
by - what's the rush? 

 
21. It would be helpful to have paths to the area from town bridge road down to the trail. 
 
22. Living on Dyer Ave, and because of the river valley which can enhance any noise, please 

take steps to be sure that noisy motors (boats, jetskis, etc) are prohibited in this area. 
 
23. Please find ways to connect Collinsville back to the river. For example, holding events by 

the river, such as concerts on the triangle of land south of the waste water treatment plant. 
A band shell at the southern end of that would be excellent. 

 
24. I thought your meeting went well. Except for the naysayers. It would be nice to have a map 

of the Pond with the property owners of the river bank noted. Again the Town must own 
and provide access to the river. 

 
25. I would like to be able to continue to walk around the river observe and take my wildlife 

photos without lots of noise from people on the river in boats especially any motor boats. I 
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think the sand bars are an important ecological part of the river and would hate to see them 
disappear. I am for the hydro electric project 100% There are a few places along the edge 
of the mill pond which erosion has taken place most aren't bothersome but on collins rd 
there is a section which the road is being undermined which could become dangerous we 
have already lost a good portion of the guard rail. Overall I would just hate to see the river 
turn into more of a tourist attraction than it already has become for peacefulness reasons as 
well as safety reasons with people crossing the already busy streets. 

 
26. Human boats only on the mill pond. Suggest rowing/crew facility. Destination restaurant 

overlooking the river. Upgrade the Collinsville bridge. More open green areas adjacent to 
the river, seating, picnic tables , canoe access Raise the level of the water. 

 
27. Keep it clean, green, and quiet. Collinsville is slowly losing its tranquility to the Avon and 

Farmington crowd, this project should not further the problem. 
 
28. the gateway to collinsville is across a bridge that could provide a great view of the area for 

those driving across it if the sides were not solid concrete 
 
29. What I would like to see is: - control of vegetation for better visual access - screening of 

the WWC facility. Plant vines along the fence that will eventually obscure the facility? 
Simple & low maintenance. - move the DPW and get access from the WWP facility 
directly from River Road. - Develop a way to get pedestrian access to the West side RR 
bed Comments: - My wife and I like the sand bars as they provide sanctuaries for bids - We 
enjoy motor boating and kayaking, but feel that if raising the water level will promote the 
use of boat with motors, we would rather see the water level maintained at it's current level. 
We would even be in favor of banning motors on the river. They are allowed on Rainbow 
Reservoir (part of the Farmington River) in Windsor, and it is not a place you want to 
paddle. - We need better enforcement of the rules at cross walks. - We believe the area 
from shore to shore is beautiful and doesn't need any improvement. But the East bank could 
be better maintained so you can see the river in the summer. Areas between the benches 
and the river should be cut low for viewing. The Memorial Park should be better 
maintained. 

 
30. Fishing and swimming/boating are a great use for this area - am very interested in the water 

quality/bottom terrain... 
 
31. The dirt road between old town bridge and the lower cemetery is owned by whom, old 

railroad road that would be a great place for car parking a few tables and boat access if it 
were possible living close to the river there is no really good access for kayaks or canoes 
and is the boat ramp by collinsville canoe private or town 

 
32. boat access in very busy area. another boat launch from near town garage could be helpful 
 
33. If the community of Canton believes money needs to be spent then the funding needs to 

come from Canton citizens and not funded through port barrel spending of government 
bureaucrats. 
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34. most attractive part of town; draws visitors which enhances commerce and liveliness of our 

town; need to regulate water level to accommodate water activities for humans and 
wildlife. 

 
35. Canton residents and all the public should have a public boat launch site on the river. This 

will give everyone access to a great area of the farmington river and also bring more 
business into town. 

 
36. Seems like the money could go to better use like paying off the state or fed. debt 
 
37. Access to "Flaherty's Rock" from River Road (179) should be restored. 50 years ago we 

used it a lot for fishing and just sitting. It's the very large rock near the junction of Simonds 
Ave and River Road. 

 
38. canoe/kayaking are primary & natural fits for the area. 
 
39. It is a very beautiful area when viewed from a canoe. 
 
40. I love the idea, but my only concern is the sewage treatment facility and the smell it 

produces can be a turn off. 
 
41. I do not know where the public access for kayaking is. I have been told that the ramp is 

private. 
 
42. My family is thrilled with the new trail however there are numerous streets without 

sidewalks. really upper collinsville should have sidewalks to allow for exercise and non-car 
travel safely around the area 

 
43. Love the outdoor activity and trail initiatives - but we need to try to curb outsiders who 

have come to our areas as riff-raff hang out spots or graffiti as has happened at Nepaug 
reservoir and town bridge swimming hole 

 
44. The paved paths are too short and too bumpy (from root growth) to be able to inline skate, 

which I'd like to be able to do in addition to walking. 
 
45. Not a high priority for our family, we enjoy it in its current state. What is driving the 

improvements, what group or what funding availability? 
 
46. mixed opinions - like it's use as it is, would welcome improvements but with improvements 

come crowds . . . we love it's current solitude 
 
47. Difficult to fill out survey as there was no "never been there or never used" option for some 

of the questions. Sounds like a wonderful idea! Good luck! 
 
48. Looks old 
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49. the water level needs to be higher like it was when the waterski club used to install the 

plywood on top of the dam 
 
50. would like the area connected to existing bike trails 
 
51. Low ratings should be attributed to the fact that the offerings at this time are so sub-par 

there is really no reason to access these facilities; I find them dirty, unkempt and a poor 
reflection of what a white collar community should be offering its residents 

 
52. I never knew it was called the Upper Collinsville Mill Pond. I bet a lot of other people don't 

either. Only by looking at the survey map did I figure out it was the Farmington River you 
were referring to. 

 
53. remove the highway dept facility - move the waste treatment (!) or at least get them to 

operate the place properly so their is no significant odor permeating surrounding areas - 
add one of those work-out stations along the trail - develop loop trail access to allow hikers 
to circumnavigate the pond from C-ville up to Town Bridge and back - * * * * * 5 star 
idea: build a boardwalk that goes over the old railway abutments... - build a small band 
shell at the park where the bicentennial tree is 

 
54. As a long time resident of Canton, I would love to see more access points to the Mill Pond, 

for swimming, kayaking and just a place to picnic and enjoy the Pond. 
 
55. Traffic unruly during busy hours of the day. Many drivers ignore cross walks and ignore 

stop signs. 
 
56. too shallow....increase algae 
 
57. Drudging the bottom to make it not as shallow would be nice. Is there an old railroad right 

of way along the west side of the pond that could be turned into a trail? What about a 
pedestrian / bicycle bridge on the old bridge supports in the pond. 

 
58. Would love to see Ski Jumping again in the area. 
 
59. 1st, this effort is so exciting!! Comments: I thought the water was not safe for swimming 

(lampreys, etc). Is it?? If so, a beach area would be wonderful!! Same goes for skating. 
Would also like more space for sitting and general services (garbage, drink fountain, 
bathrooms). Also traffic is an issue - cars go way too fast especially near Center street!! 
Rail trail is very close to road, no one pays any attention to cross walks. Using the energy 
from the dam would be awesome. 

 
60. Need Town owned access for all types of boats 
 
61. repairing broken, fallen stone walls along river removing fallen trees/branches from river 

use of both sides of the river 
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62. restore the boards on the dam to bring up the water level 
 
63. No motor boats which would disrupt the peaceful nature of the area 
 
64. would like to see the development of an off-leash confined dog park 
 
65. needs access points. needs dredging 
 
66. We love going to the River to go swimming but the abundance of fishing hooks and 

fisherman trash has seriously limited our use of the area. The trash by the entrance can get 
out of control and is just unpleasant. It would be really nice if there were one or two other 
access points that did not involve climbing down a steep bank. 

 
67. would be nice to see it deeper and more access that is natural state, trails - would be really 

nice to see existing old bridge supports rebuilt as pedestrian hiking/fishing/recreational pier 
or bridge - great views 

 
68. Should be left alone, other than some dredging and to build back up the existing island as a 

bird sanctuary. 
 
69. I thought the state and town was in a budget crisis? Why do we keep spending money we 

don't seem to have. Not sure what the plan is, are we spending just to spend? 
 
70. Please do not develop the area or add paved parking. Fewer cars is better. Passive 

recreation is good, more cars/crowds is not Do something about the stench from the water 
treatment plant? 

 
71. Very excited this matter is being addressed. 
 
72. I would love to see more seasonal programming events centered around the river/pond and 

more dedicated open space on the western edge of the river in the area of Calvary 
Cemetery and north to Town Bridge Road 

 
73. I am not the average mill pond user, as wildlife observation is my primary interest and that 

is probably not the priority of a majority of users 
 
74. Would love to be able to use for boating and swimming 
 
75. I would like to see it maintained but not increasingly developed. People love it for its 

natural beauty and that is how it should remain. 
 
76. I would like to see the water level raised, like it was when the water ski club operated there. 

The shallow water can make kayaking and canoeing difficult. 
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77. How come the canoe company owns the public boat launch, beyond their fenced property? 
No one is allowed to use it, they enforce this. That launch has been in place since Miner's 
had the lumber yard there. 

 
78. Since the barge boards were removed from the dam, the pond has been very shallow and 

has silted in along the eastern side. It needs dredging and greater depth for boating and 
swimming. Also, because of the silting-in, the odors from the sewage treatment plant can 
be quite bad. 

 
79. please retain the natural beauty of the area. 
 
80. The prohibition of motorized boats needs to be continued. 
 
81. I would like to see more public land and/or access near the pond for parking, picnics, trails 

(paved and unpaved) and signage. Signage may include the name of the pond (most people 
probably don't know it) and maps of the area, including access points and local businesses. 

 
82. Need to make waterway between collins rd and island more useable. Currently is heavily 

sedimented, weed infested, no flow. Also need to evaluate discharge of Collins Rd 
residents. Used to freeze fairly solid, now staying open most of the year. 

 
83. Create more parking, but away from the pond, not right on top of it. Need to preserve the 

rustic beauty. People who come to exercise won't mind a walk to get to such a nice spot. 
 
84. it is such a pleasure to have this in our town, lets make the most of it 
 
85. I've never used it and have no intention of doing so. Certainly in such difficult economic 

times, we could be doing something more important for our town with available funds. 
 
86. My concern is over crowding and use, especially by out of town people. 
 
87. Consider foot and bicycle patrols for security and to prevent loitering and underage parties 

in less-accessible areas. 
 
88. the need for traffic slowing areas at crosswalks 
 
89. Not every area needs to be made available for recreational 
 
90. Wish I was sure I knew where it was - would've loved to have the address included with the 

map!! (Or perhaps I missed it?) 
 
91. I feel that water quality & litter are the two most important issues. It can also be difficult to 

swim freely & safely when people are fishing in what is commonly considered by the 
community to be a swimming area. As a cyclist, I rarely ever use the section of bike/multi-
use path that is full of ridges & bumps--it would be wonderful if it was smooth! Lastly, 
many of the residents on Collins Road throw their leaves into the river & see no problem 
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with doing so, but it does impact this section of the river in negative ways. Thank you for 
your time! 

 
92. Recreation is fine, but what about electricity? 
 
93. Avoid too many rules/ restrictions 
 
94. Lived in town all my life, would love to more recreational use in this area. 
 
95. As a resident on Village Lane, there is no safe way, with children to walk/bike to the Upper 

Collinsville Mill Pond. Many times, if I have to drive there, I'll go to the W.H. Reservoir 
instead. 

 
96. Water depth is very important to boating. The level which we had when the water ski 

flashboards were in place was perfect. 
 
97. Parking is a big issue. At some point it may be realized that the collins Co parking is a 

private lot. 
 
98. I believe that the use of motor boats in the pond is not compatible with the serene setting, 

the limited size of the water body, and the other water-based passive recreational use of the 
area 

 
99. it's a great resource worth protecting 
 
100. Please don't develop this like everything else in this town. Just leave it alone and let it be 

natural. 
 
101. I think the Collinsville Mill Pond area is a real asset to our community. I would love to see 

more trails and kayak access points along with more parking to facilitate accessing the site. 
 
102. I never knew this place existed. I have lived here three years. Looking forward to it. 
 
103. glad water skiers not monopolizing the area the way they used to. 
 
One comment was taken from the "contact information" section because it's really a written 
response: "It appears to be a foregone conclusion as to what will be done, hence comments about 
the needs for the entire project appear unwarranted." 
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Survey Question 11. What is the most effective way to inform your household about future 
changes and updates at Upper Collinsville Mill Pond? 
 

 "Email" was by far the most popular response, with the following variations: 
o email notifications of changes to website 
o e-mail message updates 
o Town email blast 
o Canton town emails  
o via the canton email notification system 

 
 News media was listed many times with the following specific suggestions: 

o newspaper releases 
o newspaper articles 
o internet news or news paper 
o Local newspapers 
o Dotcanton.com 
o Canton Newspaper 
o Canton Patch 
o Canton press  
o Articles in local Canton/Valley news 
o Valley Newspaper/Valley Press 
o Hartford Courant 
o Internet Press releases 
o "Local Websites" (i.e. DotCanton or Canton Patch) 
o WTIC or WDRC 

 
 The Town's web site was listed with the following variations: 

o Town of Canton web site  
o town website 
o website 
o post to your website 
o links to Town of Canton Website 

 
 "Mail" was listed several times with the following variations: 

o "by mail" 
o "U.S. post office" 
o "notice by mail" 
o "quarterly resident post card mailings" 

 
 "Facebook" was listed five times (and "social networks" was listed once) 

 
 "Newsletters" and "mail fliers" were listed five times 

 
 "Town meetings" was listed once 

 
 "Text message with link to website" was listed once  




